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July 14, 2005

BY FEDERAL EXPRESS
Derrick Golden
EPA RemedialProjectManager
US EnvironmentalProtectionAgency
RegionI, HBO
1 CongressStreet
Boston,Massachusetts02114~2023

RE: Requestfor ExtensionofthePublicCommentPeriod
EPAProposedPlanfor W.R. GraceSuperfundSite
Acton andConcord,MA

DearMr. Golden:

Onbehalfof theBoardofSelectmenoftheTownofActon,joined bytheActon
WaterDistrict andtheActonCitizensfor EnvironmentalSafety,I amwriting to
respectfullyrequestthat EPAextendby 60 daysthepublic commentperiodon theEPA
ProposedPlanfortheW.R. GraceSuperfundSitedatedJuly 2005. Theextensionwould
movethedeadlinefor public commentsfrom August9, 2005,to andincludingOctober7,
2005. Thegroundsforthis requestarethefollowing:

1. EPA’s ProposedPlanwasreleasedto theTown,theWaterDistrict andACESon
July 6, 2005.

2. EPAintendsto conductapublic informationsessionon theProposedPlanonJuly
19, 2005,andapublic hearingon theproposedplanonAugust4, 2005.

3. EPAproposesto closethepublic commentperiodon theProposedPlanon
August9, 2005, lessthanaweekafterthepublic hearing.

4. Thus,Townofficials, theActon WaterDistrict, ACESandinterestedmembersof
thepublic will havelessthanonemonthto commentonEPA’sProposedPlan
from themomentofits releaseto thecloseofthepublic commentperiod.
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5. This time frameis prejudiciallyshortgiventhatthedocumentsonwhichEPA
purportsto baseits ProposedPlanconsistof five two-inchthick technical
volumespreparedby Grace’sconsultantscoveringamyriadofsignificantissues
concerningtheGraceSuperfundSite. It is simply not fair, giventheextentofthis
technicalinformation,to expectthattheTown, theActon WaterDistrict, ACES
andinterestedmembersofthepublic cansubmitall oftheircommentson this
ProposedPlanandtheunderlyingsupportingdocumentsin lessthanamonth,
particularlygiventhesummervacationschedulesofpublic officials, Town
Boards,theTown’s environmentalexpert,andmembersofthepublic.

6. EPAandGracehaveapparentlyexchangednumerouscommentsandredlineson
draftsoftheunderlyingdocumentsleadingup to EPA’s ProposedPlan. The
TownhassentaFreedomof InformationAct Requestto EPA for thesepublic
documents.GracehassupportedtheTown’s requestfor thereleaseofthis
information. Yet EPA hasmadeno responseto dateto thatrequest.TheTown
andthepublic areentitledto reviewthatinformation,andtheyshouldbeprovided
sufficienttime to dosobeforethecloseofthepublic commentperiod.

7. EPAhasapparentlyhadin its possessionfor monthstheinternalagencydraft of
theATSDRpublichealthstudyon theGraceSite,yet EPAhasapparentlynot
providedcommentsto ATSDR thatwouldpermitthefinalizationofthat
documentandits releaseto thepublic. TheTownandthepublic areentitledto
receiveandreviewtheATSDR study,andtheyshouldbeprovidedsufficienttime
to do sobeforethecloseofthepublic commentperiod.

8. EPA apparentlytried to mail theProposedPlanto Actonresidentsin advanceof
thepublic hearing.However,someActonresidentshavereceivedamailing from
EPA abouta WoburnSuperfundSite,ratherthantheW.R. GraceSite in Acton.
As ofJuly 13, 2005,theseresidentshadnotreceivedtheEPAmailingon the
W.R. GraceSite in Acton. Theconfusioncreatedby EPA’s Woburnmailingand
thedelayin theActonmailing is furtherjustificationfor anextensionofthe
public commentperiod.

9. More fundamentally,EPA’sProposedPlandealswith awide varietyof issues,
from SedimentCleanupAlternativesfor SinkingPondandtheNorthLagoon
Wetlandsto GroundwaterCleanupAlternativesfor six differentareasofthesite
(theformer lagoonarea,thesouthwestarea,theAssabetRiverarea,thesouthwest
landfill area,thesoutheastlandfill area,andthenortheastarea).For thefirst time
in the25 yearhistoryoffederalinvolvementwith this site,EPAhasendorsedan
alternativeinvolving no activeremediationfor a significantplumeof
contamination— includingcarcinogeniccontaminants- which, EPA
acknowledges,is contaminatingandwill for at leasttwo andahalfmoredecades
continueto contaminatepublic drinkingwatersupplywells in theTownof Acton.
ThisremarkablereversalofEPA’s approachto environmental“protection” in the
TownofActonfrankly requiresmorethanamonthto digestandcommentupon.
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Fortheforegoingreasons,theBoardofSelectmenoftheTownofActon,the
Acton WaterDistrict andtheActon Citizensfor EnvironmentalSafetyjointly request
a 60 dayextensionofthepublic commentperiod. Becauseofthesignificanceofthis
issue,wearecopyingthis requestto theTown’s federalandstatecongressional
delegations.

Thankyou for yourconsideration.

Sincerely,

DonP.Johnson
TownManager

Assentedto:

JamesDeming,ActonWaterDistrict

MaryMichelman,ACES

cc: SenatorEdwardM. Kennedy
SenatorJohnF. Kerry
SenatorPamelaResor
[CongressionalDelegationto be added]
BoardofSelectmen,TownofActon
Boardof WaterCommissioners,ActonWaterDistrict
AndrewCohen,DEP
JamesDeming,ActonWaterDistrict
LydiaDuff Grace
DougHalley,Townof Acton
SethJaffe,FoleyHoag
MaryellenJohns,Remedium
MichaelLeBlanc,DEP
MaryMichelman,ACES
MichaelMoore,Town ofConcordBoardof Health
ChuckMyette,Brown & Caidwell
Mitch Obradovic,Remedium
Art Taddeo,ENSR
BarbaraWeir, Metcalf& Eddy
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JamesOkun,OTO
Acton PublicLibrary


